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SUBJECT: NOON BRIEFING 

THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE AT THE NOON PRESS BRIEFING 
ON JUNE 3: 

Q: HAS THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE MADE ANY DECISION ABOUT EITHER 
THE SALE OF PLANES TO PAKISTAN OR THE SALE OF PLANES TO 
IRAN? 

A: WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT TO SELL THE A-7 TO PAKISTAN 
WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH OUR ARMS EXPORT POLICY. THE 
DECISION WAS TAKEN WITHIN OUR GLOBAL ARMS EXPORT POLICY. 
SPECULATION THAT THE DECISION WAS BASED ON POLITICAL CON- 
SIDERATIONS HAS NO SUBSTANCE. THE REASON FOR THIS DECISION 
IS THAT THE SALE OF THE A-7 WOULD HAVE MEANT INTRODUCING A 
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MAJOR SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS SYSTEM INTO SOUTH ASIA. 

Q: HOW ABOUT THE IRANIAN DEAL? 

A: JIM, I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING TO GIVE YOU ON THE IRANIAN 
ASPECT OF THE STORY. 
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Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THE CAPABILITY OF THE A-7? WHAT 
MAKES IT SOPHISTICATED? IS IT FAST...? 

A: I THINK YOUR QUESTION IS BETTER ADDRESSED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

Q: YOU ARE SAYING THAT THE DENIAL OF THESE PLANES WAS NOT 
BASED ON POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS? ARE YOU SAYING THAT 
THE DENIAL OF THOSE AIRCRAFT HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 
BALANCE OF POWER IN THAT AREA? 

A: WELL, WHEN I SAY POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, WHAT WE MEAN 
BY THAT IS THE REFERENCE IN THE ARTICLE TO THE DOMESTIC 
SITUATION IN PAKISTAN AND THE REFERENCES TO INDIA. 

Q: YOU ARE DENYING THAT IT HAS ANY BEARING UPON THE BALANCE 
OF POWER BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND INDIA? 

A: I AM SAYING THAT SPECULATION ALONG THE LINES THAT THE 
DECISION WAS BASED ON POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS HAS NO 
SUBSTANCE. 

A: THAT’S CORRECT. 

Q: DENIAL OF THE INTRODUCTION OF SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS SYS- 
TEMS INTO AN AREA IS A POLITICAL DECISION. 

A: THAT'S A CRITERIA OF OUR GLOBAL ARMS EXPORT POLICY, TO 
INTRODUCE A SOPHISTICATED WEAPON INTO THAT SORT OF CONTEXT 
SUCH AS THE ONE THAT EXISTS IN SOUTH ASIA. 
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Q: WHEN THE FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE WENT TO PAKISTAN 
LAST AUGUST HE LINKED THE SALE OF THESE PLANES EITHER 
POSITIVELY OR NEGATIVELY WITH PAKISTAN'S INTENTION TO AC- 
QUIRE A REPROCESSING PLANT FROM FRANCE. THE IMPLICATION 
WAS THAT IF PAKISTAN GOT THE REPROCESSING PLANT THEY HAD 
NO HOPE FOR THE PLANES. THE CONVERSE OF THAT IS THAT IF 
THEY RENOUNCE THE REPROCESSING PLANT THEY MIGHT GET THE 
PLANES. DID THEIR INTENTION TO PROCEED WITH THAT DEAL HAVE 
ANY BEARING ON THIS DECISION? 

A: I'LL REPEAT TO YOU THAT THE DECISION WAS TAKEN IN THE 
CONTEXT OF OUR GLOBAL ARMS EXPORT POLICY. 

VANCE 
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